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Grade VI I I  -  English     

Lesson 9.   The Great  Stone Face I  

 

 

 

 

  

A Mother and Her Son Ernest   

The Gr eat  St one Face was a wor k of  nat ur e, f or med by sever al r ocks piled one upon anot her . 

Fr om a dist ance, however , it  looked like a human f ace. I f  t he onlooker  came t oo near , he would 

lose sight  of  t he out line of  t he f ace. Wher eas f r om a dist ance t he f ace was ver y clear . Many 

people of  t he valley owed t he pr osper it y of  t he valley t o t he Gr eat  St one Face. To a mot her  and 

her  son, who sat  t alking at  t he door  of  t heir  cot t age, t he Gr eat  St one Face was easily visible. 

The son, Er nest , hoped t hat  some day he would be able t o t alk t o t he Gr eat  St one Face. Er nest  

was eager  t o hear  it  speak. The f eat ur es of  t he Gr eat  St one Face wer e so pleasant  t hat  Er nest  

t hought  it s voice t o be gent le t oo.  

Hear ing her  son speak so, t he mot her  was r eminded of  an old pr ophecy; a st or y t hat  her  mot her  

had t old her . She chooses t o t ell Er nest  t hat  st or y. She t ells Er nest  t hat  accor ding t o an old 

pr ophecy, it  is believed t hat  at  some f ut ur e day a child would be bor n, who in his manhood would 

bear  an exact  r esemblance t o t he Gr eat  St one Face. Also, t his child would gr ow up t o be t he 

most  noble per son t he valley had ever  known. For  many t his pr ophecy was idle t alk, but  f or  many 

ot her s t he pr ophecy was yet  t o come t r ue.  

 

Ernest  Had a Lot  of  Faith in t he Prophecy  

For  Er nest  his happiness lay in t he f ulf ilment  of  t his st or y. He hoped t o be alive when t he 

pr ophecy would come t r ue and be able t o meet  and t alk t o t he likeness of  t he Gr eat  St one Face. 

Er nest  had no t eacher  and he did not  go t o a pr oper  school. He had t aken t he Gr eat  St one Face 

t o be his t eacher . Af t er  wor k, he would keep gazing at  t he f ace of  t he Gr eat  St one Face f or  

hour s and der ived encour agement  and kindness f r om t he gent le f eat ur es of  his f ace.  

  

 

 

Prose 

Soul of  the Chapt er 
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Gat hergold 

Ar ound t his t ine, a st r ong r umour  got  spr ead in t he valley t hat  t he pr ophecy had f inally come 

t r ue. An old nat ive man of  t he valley, Gat her gold, who had gone away on business was r et ur ning  

t o t he valley t o spend his r emaining days in his nat ive t own The immense wealt h t hat  Gat her gold 

had ear ned soon became t he t alk of  t he t own and Gat her gold, t oo, r et ur ned wit h gr eat  pomp 

and show. People of  t he valley began t o see in Gat her gold t he likeness of  t he Gr eat  St one Face. 

When Gat her gold f inally ar r ived, however , Er nest  was disappoint ed t o see no r esemblance 

bet ween t he t wo. Gr eat ly conf used, he looked up t o t he Gr eat  St one Face and f elt  as if  t he 

Gr eat  St one Face was asking him t o wait  pat ient ly f or  t he pr ophecy t o come t r ue. 

 

Ernest  Cont inued t o look Fondly at  t he Great  St one Face  

As year s passed by, Er nest  gr ew t o be a young man, who at t r act ed lit t le not ice f r om t he 

inhabit ant s of  t he land. He silent ly kept  gazing at  t he Gr eat  St one Face af t er  t he day' s wor k 

was over  and cont inued f or  t he pr ophecy t o come t r ue. The gent le sent iment s r ef lect ed in t he 

f ace of  t he Gr eat  St one Face wer e imbibed in Er nesr t ' s char act er . He was labor ious and har d 

wor king he was also wise and f ull of  sympat hy f or  ot her s. By now Mr  Gat her gold was dead. But  

long bef or e his deat h, his wealt h had vanished int o not hingness. Soon, it  was agr eed t hat  t he 

people of  t he valley had been mist aken in assuming a likeness bet ween t he Gr eat  St one Face and 

Gat her gold. The pr ophecy, t her ef or e, was yet  t o be f ulf illed.  

 

General Blood- and- Thunder 

By t his t ime, anot her  gr eat  son of  t he valley, who had lef t  t he valley t o be a gr eat  soldier  was 

r et ur ning t o his nat ive land dur ing his old age. Gener al Blood- and-Thunder  was a r enowned 

soldier  and immediat ely at t r act ed t he at t ent ion of  t he people, who in him began t o see t he 

likeness of  t he Gr eat  St one Face. As in t he case of  Gat her gold, Er nest  f ailed t o compr ehend 

t he likeness of  t he Gr eat  St one Face in t he gener al, t oo. Again, Er nest  looked up t o t he Gr eat  

St one Face, who seemed t o be saying t hat  pr ophecy is yet  t o be f ulf illed.  
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Writ e ' True'  or ' False'  against  each of  the f ollowing st at ement s.   

1. The Gr eat  St one Face st ood near  wher e Er nest  and his mot her  lived_______________.    

2. One would clear ly dist inguish t he f eat ur es of  t he St one Face only f r om a  

    dist ance_______________.   

3. Er nest  loved his mot her  and helped her  in her  wor k.   

4. Though not  ver y r ich, Gat her gold was a skilf ul mer chant _______________.    

5. Gat her gold died in pover t y and neglect _______________.   

6. The Gr eat  St one Face seemed t o suggest  t hat  Er nest  should not  f ear  t he  

   gener al_______________.   

1. Tr ue 2. Tr ue 3. Tr ue 4. False 5. Tr ue 6. Tr ue 

 

 

 

1.    (i) What  was the Great  St one Face?  

  The Gr eat  St one Face was a wor k of  nat ur e. I t  had been f or ged by immense r ocks 

t hr own on t he per pendicular  side of  a mount ain. The f or mat ion was such t hat  when viewed f r om 

a dist ance, t he r ocks r esembled a human f ace.  

  (ii) What  did young Ernest  wish when he gazed at  it ?  

  The young Er nest  wished t o t alk t o t he Gr eat  St one Face. He t hought  t hat  t he f ace 

f or med by t he r ocks was so gent le t hat  it s voice must  t her ef or e, be pleasant  t oo.  

2.  What  was t he st ory at t ributed t o t he St one Face?  

  Accor ding t o an old pr ophecy, it  was believed t hat  in some f ut ur e t ime a man would be 

bor n, who looked exact ly like t he Gr eat  St one Face. This man would be t he most  noble per son 

and in his manhood his f ace would r esemble t he Gr eat  St one Face.  

3.  What  gave the people of  t he valley the idea that  the prophecy was about  t o come t rue  

   f or t he f irst  t ime?  

  When Gat her gold, a r ich, wealt hy and shar p businessman decided t o r et ur n t o his nat ive 

village, people t hink t hat  t he old pr ophecy was coming t r ue. I t  was believed t hat  Gat her gold was 

bot h r ich and noble and t her ef or e in h' s f ace some people began t o see t he Gr eat  St one Face.  

NCERT Folder 

Comprehension Check -  1 

Working wit h t he Text  
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4   (i) Did Ernest  see in Gat hergold the likeness of  t he St one Face?  

    Er nest  get s r at her  depr essed on seeing Gat her gold, f or  Gat her gold did not  

r esemble t he Gr eat  St one Face at  all.  

 (ii) Who did he conf ide in and how was he proved right ?  

    Er nest  conf ided in t he Gr eat  St one Face, who seemed t o have been t elling him t o 

have pat ience and t he man who did r esemble t he Gr eat  St one Face would emer ge event ually. He 

was pr oved r ight  because Mr  Gat her gold soon lost  all his wealt h and wit h loss of  wealt h people 

now comf or t ably acknowledged t her e being no likeness bet ween t he Gr eat  St one Face and 

Gat her gold.  

5.    (i) What  made people believe General Blood- and- Thunder was their man?  

  The people believed Gener al Blood-and-Thunder  t o be t heir  man because he was an 

inhabit ant  of  t he lor d and had gone away (f r om t he land on because due t o pr ospect s).  

  He choose t o come back t o t he nat ive valley and spend r est  of  his days in t he valley. He 

was a r enowned commander  and he came back wit h a lot  of  f anf ar e. People again mist akenly f elt  

him t o be t heir  man.  

  (ii) Ernest  compared t he man' s f ace with the St one Face.  What  did he conclude?  

    On looking at  t he f ace of  Gener al Blood-and- Thunder , Er nest  concluded t hat  t he 

likeness bet ween him and t he Gr eat  St one Face t hat  people wer e so easily able t o r ecognise was 

not  t her e. Ther ef or e, he t oo was not  a likeness of  t he Gr eat  St one Face.  

 

 

1. Look at  t he f ollowing wor ds.  

  Like — Likeness  

  Punct ual — Punct ualit y  

  The wor ds on t he lef t  ar e adj ect ives and t hose on t he r ight  ar e t heir  noun f or ms.  

  Wr it e t he noun f or ms of  t he f ollowing wor ds by adding-ness or  -it y t o t hem 

appr opr iat ely. Check t he spelling of  t he new wor ds.  

  (i) lof t y______________     (ii) able______________   

  (iii) happy ______________    (iv) near ______________   

  (v) noble______________     (vi) enor mous______________   

  (vii) pleasant ______________     (viii) dense______________   

  (ix) gr eat ______________     (x) st able______________   

Working wit h Language 
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Ans.   (i) lof t iness      (ii) abilit y     (iii) happiness  

  (iv) near ness     (v) nobilit y     (vi) enor mit y  

  (vii) pleasant ness   (viii) densit y     (ix) gr eat ness  

  (x) st abilit y  

2.  Add- ly t o each of  t he f ollowing adj ect ives,  t hen use them t o f ill in t he blanks.   

(Perf ect   near  kind  pleasant   eager) 

  (i) Why didn' t  you t ur n up at  t he meet ing? We all wer e_______________ wait ing f or  

you.  

  (ii) _______________ wr it e your  name and addr ess in capit al let t er s.  

  (iii) I  was _______________   sur pr ised t o see him at  t he r ailway st at ion. I  t hought  he 

was not  coming.  

  (iv) I t  is  _______________ believable t hat  I  am not  r esponsible f or  t his mess.  

  (v) He f ell over  t he st ep and _______________  br oke his ar m.  

Ans.   (i) eager ly   (ii) Kinldy (iii) pleasant ly  (iv) per f ect ly   (v) near ly  

3. Complet e each sent ence below using t he appr opr iat e f or ms of  t he ver bs in br acket s.  

  (i) I  _______________  (phone) you when I  got  (get ) home f r om school.  

  (ii) Hur r y up! Madam _______________   (be) annoyed if  we ___________  (be) lat e.  

  (iii) I f  it  _______________   (r ain) t oday, we_______________   (not ) go t o t he play.  

  (iv) When you _______________  (see) Mandal again, you _______________    

               (not / r ecognise) him. He is gr owing a bear d.  

 (v) We ar e of f  t oday. We _______________  (wr it e) t o you af t er  we  

              _______________ (be) back.  

Ans.  (i) phoned, got   

  (ii) would be, will be  

  (iii) r ains, will not   

  (iv) see, would not  r ecognise  

  (v) would wr it e, will be  
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1.  I magine you are Ernest .  Narrat e t he st ory t hat  his mother t old him.   

  Begin like this:  My mother and I  were sit t ing at  the door of  our cot tage.  We were 

looking at  t he Great  St one Face.  I  asked her if  she had ever seen any one who looked like 

t he St one Face.  Then she t old me t his st ory.   

 My mot her  and I  wer e sit t ing at  t he door  of  our  cot t age. We wer e looking at  t he Gr eat  

St one Face. I  asked her  if  she had ever  seen anyone, who looked like t he St one Face. Then she 

t old me a st or y, r elat ed t o an old pr ophecy and t he Gr eat  St one Face.  

  She said t hat  it  was pr ophesied t hat  in some f ut ur e t ime, t her e would be a man, who in 

his manhood would have a ver y close r esemblance t o t he Gr eat  St one Face. He would also be one 

of  t he most  noble per sons, t he valley would have ever  known. The pr ophecy was f air ly old and 

t his st or y was t old t o my mot her  by her  mot her , yet  people believed t hat  some day t his st or y 

would def init ely come t r ue.  

2.  I magine you are Gathergold.  Write brief ly t he incident  of  your return t o t he valley.   

  Begin like t his:  My name is Gat hergold.  I  lef t  t he valley of  t he Great  St one Face 

f if t y years ago.  I  am now going back home.  Will the people of  the valley welcome me? Do 

t hey know that  I  am very rich?  

  My name is Gathergold.  I  lef t  the valley t he Great  St one Face f if t y years ago in 

pursuit  of  wealt h and business prosperily.  Now I  am going back home,  but  I  am very 

scared of  the people.  Will t hey welcome me? Will they accept  me?  

  Do t hey know t hat  I  am ver y r ich? I t  might  t ur n out  t hat  t hey do not  accept  me nat ive 

inhabit ant , of  t he valley any mor e. I t  is possible t hat  t he people of  t he valley would suspicious 

of  me and my wealt h.  

  Never t heless. I  would have t o put  in ef f or t s t o make a place f or  myself  in my home t own 

again. I  would be suspicious of  me and my wealt h be gener ous t owar ds t hem and my wealt h would 

f or ce t hem t o be nice t o me.  

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking and Writ ing 



 

 

                                                                         7                                                      Created by Pinkz 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Why did Ernest  wish t o speak t o the Great  St one Face?  

  Er nest  wished t o speak t o t he Gr eat  St one Face because it  looked ver y kind and gent le. 

Er nest  want ed t o hear  it s voice; he t hought  it s voice would be pleasant  t oo.  

2.  From whom did Ernest ' s mother hear the st ory about  the Great  St one Face?  

  Er nest ' s mot her  had hear d t he st or y f r om her  own mot her .  

3.  Describe t he immediate react ion of  Ernest  on hearing the st ory.   

  Er nest  was over whelmed on hear ing t he st or y and knowing t hat  t her e would be some day 

a r eal man like t he Gr eat  St one Face. He hoped t o be alive by t he t ime t he pr ophecy was 

f ulf illed.  

4.  What  was t he manner in which Ernest  spent  his childhood?  

  Er nest  spent  his ent ir e childhood in t he log cot t age wher e he was bor n, helping and 

assist ing his mot her . He was a dut if ul and loving son t o his mot her .  

5.  How many t imes did t he nat ive people believe that  the prophecy had come t rue?  

  I n t he st or y, t wice did t he nat ive people believe t hat  t he pr ophecy had f inally come t r ue.  

Mr  Gat her gold and Gener al Blood-and-Thunder  wer e mist akenly believed t o be a likeness of  

Gr eat  St one Face.  

6.  What  were the dist inct ions t hat  Ernest  not iced bet ween the f aces of  Gat hergold and  

   t he Great  St one Face?  

  Er nest  obser ved t hat  t he wr inkled shr ewd f ace of  Gat her gold bor e no likeness t o gent le 

and kind f ace of  t he Gr eat  St one Face.  

7.  Why did Mr Gat hergold and the general Blood- and- Thunder ret urn t o the valley?  

  Bot h Mr  Gat her gold and Gener al  

  Blood-and-Thunder  had been away f r om t heir  nat ive land f or  t heir  r espect ive wor ks. 

They had now become old. They had r et ur ned t o t heir  nat ive valley t o spend t heir  r emaining 

days in t heir  homet own.  
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1.  Write a not e describing the appearance of  Gat hergold.   

  Mr  Gat her gold was a shar p businessman who had gone away f r om t he valley on business. 

He was a ver y wealt hy man and when he cam back t o t he valley he had become old. His f ace had 

wr inkled and had a yellowish skin. To Er nest , his f ace appear ed shr ewd and unpleasant .  

2.  Why did Ernest  and t he ot her people leave t heir works on the day of  t he general' s  

    arrival?  

  Er nest  and t he ot her  people of  t he valley lef t  t heir  r espect ive wor ks t o be a par t  of  t he 

gr and banquet  t hat  had been pr epar ed f or  t he Gener al Blood-and-Thunder . The banquet  

compr ised of  soldier s who wer e on guar d and t he f lags t hat  waved t o honour  t he gener al. Er nest  

and t he ot her  people had gat her ed t o see t he likeness of  t he Gr eat  St one Face in t he gener al.  

3.  What  was t he nat ure of  Ernest  as he grew up?  

  As Er nest  gr ew t o become a young man, he did not  at t r act  much at t ent ion f r om t he local 

people except  f or  t he f act  t hat  he was a ver y har d wor king and labor ious per son. He had 

cont inued t o f ondly gaze at  t he Gr eat  St one Face and imbibed t he gent le char act er  of  t he 

Gr eat  St one Face. His young hear t  was also f illed wit h sympat hies f or  all.  

 

 

 

1.  Did the prophecy come t rue?  

  The pr ophecy r elat ed t o t he Gr eat  St one Face was yet  t o come t r ue. Accor ding t o t he 

nat ive people t he pr ophecy had come t r ue t wice. But , in bot h t he cases it  appear ed t o be a 

mist aken f ulf ilment  as bot h t he people, who had appear ed t o be t he "likeness" of  t he Gr eat  

St one Face neit her  car r ied t he r esemblance of  t he Gr eat  St one Face nor  t he nobilit y and 

gent leness t hat  was emanat ed by t he Gr eat  St one Face.  

2.  I n which way did t he Great  St one Face become a t eacher t o Ernest ?  

  Er nest  did not  have any t eacher . So, t he Gr eat  St one Face became one t o him. At  t he 

end of  t he day, he would spend his t ime looking and gazing at  t he Gr eat  St one Face.  

  Soon, he began t o imagine t hat  t he Gr eat  St one Face t oo r ecognised him and gave him a 

smile of  kindness and encour agement . The gent le f eat ur es emanat ed by t he Gr eat  St one Face 

wer e soon imbibed by Er nest  in his per sonalit y.    

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 

Long Answer Type Quest ions 
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Direct ions (Q.  Nos.  1- 6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.   

  "The year s went  on and Er nest  gr ew t o be a young man.  

  He at t r act ed lit t le not ice f r om t he inhabit ant s of  t he valley. They saw not hing 

r emar kable in his way of  lif e, except  t hat , when t he labour  of  t he day was over , he st ill loved t o 

gaze upon t he Gr eat  St one Face. Their  idea was t hat  t his was a f olly, but  par donable, because 

Er nest  was indust r ious, kind and neighbour ly. They did not  know t hat  t he gr eat  St one Face had 

become a t eacher  t o him and t hat  t he sent iment  which was expr essed in it  would enlar ge t he 

young man' s hear t  and f ill it  wit h deeper  sympat hies t han ot her  hear t s."  

1. What  r ole had t he Gr eat  St one Face assumed in Er nest ' s lif e?  

  (a) Philosopher    (b) Fr iend    (c) Teacher     (d) Doct or   

Ans.  (c) Teacher  

2. What  sent iment s wer e expr essed by t he Gr eat  St one Face?  

  (a) Kindness    (b) Humour     (c) Sympat hy     (d) Gr at it ude  

Ans.  (c) Sympathy  

3 What  did Er nest  do r egular ly at  t he end of  each day?  

  (a) Gave lect ur e t o people     (b) Counselled his f r iends  

  (c) Gazed upon t he Gr eat  St one Face  (d) Helped his mot her   

Ans.  (c) Gazed upon t he Great  St one Face.   

4.  Why the nat ive people did consider Ernest ' s habit  every evening as a f olly?  

  The nat ive people f elt  t hat  Er nest  was obsessed wit h t he Gr eat  St one Face and 

t her ef or e t hey consider ed it  a f olly.  

5 What  account s were t he nat ive people willing t o f orgive t his f olly?  

  The nat ive people knew Er nest  t o be a har d wor king per son. Ther ef or e, t hey consider ed 

t he f olly in Er nest  t o be a par donable one.  

6 Make sentences wit h  

  Folly       Labour  

  Folly Tr ust ing st r anger s became his gr eat est  f olly.  

  Labour  Ever y man must  ear n his living t hr ough labour .  

Ext ract  Based Quest ions 

Ext ract  1 
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  Direct ions (Q. No. 1 -  6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer t he f ollowing 

quest ions.   

  "A car r iage, dr awn by f our  hor ses, dashed r ound t he t ur n of  t he r oad. Wit hin it , t hr ust  

par t ly out  of  t he window appear ed t he f ace of  an old man wit h yellow skin. "The ver y image of  

t he Gr eat  St one Face!" shout ed t he people. "Sur e enough, t he old pr ophecy is t r ue. Her e we 

have t he gr eat  man at  last !".  

  And, what  gr eat ly puzzled Er nest , t hey seemed act ually t o believe t hat  her e was t he 

likeness which t hey spoke of . He t ur ned away sadly f r om t he wr inkled shr ewdness of  t hat  

unpleasant  f ace and gazed up t he valley, wher e t he St one Face seemed t o say: He will come! 

Fear  not , Er nest , t he man will come."  

1. Whose ar r ival does t his passage descr ibe?  

 a. Er nest   b. The Gener al  c. Mr . Gat her gold  d. The Gr eat  St one Face  

Ans. c. Mr  Gat her gold 

2. List  t wo adj ect ives used by Er nest  t o descr ibe old man' s f ace.  

 a. Wr inkled and unpleasant     b. Old and gent le  

 c. Kind and pleasant      d. Soot hing and sympat het ic  

Ans.  a.  Wrinkled and unpleasant  

3. How many t imes did t he people t hink t he pr ophecy t o come t r ue?  

 a. Once  b. Twice  c. Thr ice  d. None of  t hese 

Ans.  b.  Twice 

4.  What  made Ernest  f eel that  the prophecy had not  come t rue?  

  The man who was t he consider ed t o be t he ' likeness'  of  t he Gr eat  St one Face car r ed no 

r esemblance wit h t he Gr eat  St one Face. This made Ear nest  believe t hat  t he pr ophecy had not  

been f ulf illed.  

5.  Does Ernest  f eel comf ort ed af ter the arrival of  the old man?  

  Er nest  f eels disappoint ed on t he ar r ival of  t he old man. But , he f eels comf or t ed when he 

t hinks t hat  t he Gr eat  St one Face was r eassur ing him t hat  t he pr ophecy was yet  t o come t r ue.  

6.  Why do t he nat ive people t hink that  the old man was their await ed man?  

 The nat ive people get  car r ied away by t he display of  old man' s wealt h and mist ake him t o 

be t he r esemblance of  t he Gr eat  St one Face.  

Ext ract  2 


